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The turning of the year always invites reflection. We pause at the threshold between what has been and what is
becoming. We look back with gratitude and honesty, and we look ahead with hope, wondering what this new
year might hold—for our lives, our families, and our church.

For First Lutheran Church, this new year carries a particular sense of possibility. We enter it having weathered
change, learned new ways of gathering, and discovered once again that community is not something we inherit
automatically—it is something we build together. A new year offers us a chance to begin again. Not by
reinventing who we are, but by recommitting to what matters most.

Meaningful Community Doesn’t Happen by Accident

Church is more than a building and more than a Sunday morning. At its best, it is a place where people are
known, where questions are welcomed, where joy and grief can be shared honestly, and where love is practiced
—again and again. Meaningful community doesn’t happen all at once. It grows through small, faithful choices:
showing up, listening well, extending hospitality, and making space for one another’s stories. As we begin this
new year, here are a few simple but powerful ways we can deepen our life together as a congregation.

1. Practice Presence

In a world that constantly pulls our attention in a hundred directions, presence is a gift.

Presence means arriving fully—on Sunday mornings, at gatherings, in conversations—without rushing off too
quickly. 1t means staying a few minutes after worship to greet someone new, checking in with a familiar face,
lingering over coffee and conversation, or noticing and greeting the children. Presence also means noticing who
might be missing, who may need a call, a note, or a word of encouragement. This year, we can strengthen our
community simply by being more present to one another.

2. Make Room for Stories

Every person who walks through our doors carries a story—of hope, struggle, faith, doubt, loss, and love. When
we take time to share those stories, community deepens. That might look like joining a small group,
participating in a Bible study or forum, or simply asking a genuine question: How are you really doing? It also
means listening without trying to fix or solve. Trust grows when people feel heard. In the year ahead, let us be a
congregation where stories are honored and voices are welcomed.
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3. Widen the Circle of Welcome

Hospitality is not just about greeting people at the door—though that matters. It’s about helping others feel that
they truly belong. That may mean sitting with someone you don’t know well. Inviting a neighbor or friend to
worship or a church event. Offering to walk alongside someone who is new or returning after time away. It also
means paying attention to accessibility, inclusion, and the ways our language and practices communicate who
we believe belongs in the body of Christ. In this new year, we have an opportunity to widen the circle—not just
by adding people, but by deepening connection.

4. Serve Together

Shared service builds community in a powerful way. When we work side by side—packing meals, hosting
community events, advocating for justice, caring for neighbors—we are reminded that faith is lived, not just
spoken. Serving together strengthens relationships and grounds us in purpose beyond ourselves. As a
congregation, we can look for ways to engage both locally and beyond—inviting participation at many levels,
honoring different gifts, and celebrating the impact of our shared work.

5. Nurture Faith for All Ages

Faith is not static; it grows and changes throughout our lives. A meaningful church community makes room for
curiosity, questions, and growth at every age. In the year ahead, we can support one another by engaging in
learning, worship, and conversation that is honest, thoughtful, and life-giving—creating spaces where children,
youth, adults, and elders all find nourishment. You might consider being a mentor for a Spirit Quest
Confirmation student or signing up to visit an elder in their home.

Looking Ahead...

A New Start, Together

The new year does not promise an easy road. But it does offer a fresh beginning—a chance to align our time,
energy, and love with what we value most. As we step into this year together, may we do so with intention and
hope. May we choose presence over busyness, connection over isolation, courage over comfort.

And may First Lutheran continue to be a place where community is not just something we attend, but
something we create—together—one faithful step at a time.

In the grace, mystery, and joy of Jesus,
Thanks be to God.

Pastor Chris



A House Blessing for your Home
At the start of the Epiphany Season 2026

(Gather in one room and have ready chalk, bells, & a candle)

Then say... ONE: God iswith you!
ALL: And also with you.

Peace be to this house and to all
who dwell within these walls.

ONE: The wise men came to Bethlehem in search of God.
They brought him precious gifts: gold to honor the newborn king,
incense to this God in human form, and myrrh to anoint his body, which one day would die like our own.

ONE: Let us pray. O God, you once used a star to show to all the world that Jesusislove. May the light of that
star that once guided wise men to honor his birth, now guide us to see the love he brings, and recognizeitin
each other, and to be open to the epiphanies of light and wonder in the daily ordinary experiences of our lives.
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of God in Jesus born of Mary, shall be revealed.

ALL: O God, fill thisplacewith light and love and joy! (Asyou go from room to room with bellsin hand,
speak the words One; Inthisroom... ALL: “Let there be light and love and joy!” in each room.
Then gather again to end this blessing.)

ONE: O God of Light, bless this house and all those who live here. May this be a place of peace and health.
May each person bring grace and hope to all those who enter.

~ mark a door frame with chalk or tape up a paper sign with the numbers and letters bel ow~

ONE: Make this house a shelter in the storm and a haven
of rest and safety for all in need of your warmth and care.
And when we go out from this place,

may we never lose sight of the star.

ALL: Aswego about our work, and our play, keep usin itslight
and in Your love. Amen.

WRITE ABLESSING IN CHALK ON A DOORFRAME!

In chalk, write on the upper doorframe of your house, 20 + C + M + B + 26 for the year 2026 and the initials

of the wise ones, represented in the names Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. The CMB in Latin, “ Christus
Mansionem Benedict" also means“May Christ Bless This Dwelling.” However you see it, may it remind you
that peace and love are to dwell within your house. The crosses (that ook like plus signs) between the letters and
numbers represent Jesus. If you' d like, put heartsin place of the plus signs between the letters and numbers.




The Long View Januvary - March 2026

Onsite Wor ship, January 4, 11, 18, and 25!
10am worship followed by gathering of the people

Music Task Force M eeting
Tuesday, January 6th, 5:30pm on Zoom!
Making plans for music in the New Year!

Moversand Makers, January 7 & 14, 9-Noon!

Comingin the New Year ... datesand times TBD
Quilting and mending group, have interest?
Talk to Pastor Chris or Brenda

Ash Wednesday, February 18th, 2025
Lenten Theme:
“Tell Me Something Good”
Grounding Ourselvesin the
Good News This Lent!
L enten Schedule TBD

Spirit Quest Confirmation

February 22 - March 29

Confirmation Sunday after Easter

Daylight Savings Time, Sunday, Mar. 8th, 2026
Palm Sunday - March 29th, 10am in person

Maundy Thursday, April 2nd, 5:30pm
Worship with the Stripping of the Altar

Good Friday, April 3rd, 7pm @ FLC!
Tenebrae Worship of Lessons & Songs

Easter Sunday - April 5th, 10am onsite
NO on-site fellowship today!

Sunday of
Epiphany!
Jan. 4th,

10:00am § ,

\
)

We will celebrate Epiphany and
hand out Star Words for 2026!
along with a house blessing
Call or text if you'd like a
star word sent o you and/or the

house blessing to do at howe......
651-247-8926 or pastor.chris@wme.com

First Lutheran Church
“Living Into the Future

Together” Fund Scholarships

This year the LIFT Fund will provide
scholarships to members of First Lutheran
Church who are full time students attending
post-secondary school. Students must apply
during the open application period from
January 1, 2026 through February 28, 2026.
No applications will be accepted after the
deadline of February 28th. The applications
are reviewed by the Finance Committee
during the month of March and awarded for
the school year beginning fall semester 2026.
Notifications of awards will be sent out by
mail to the student in April. Scholarships are
disbursed in two equal payments for the Fall
and Spring semesters, and are paid directly to
the school toward payment of tuition.
Guidelines & Applications for the Scholarships
will be available in the church office or on the
church website at www.eastsidefirst.com .
Inquiries to:

Kristin Wolla, kristinwolla@gmail.com
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Sanctuary Renewal Update

Our Christmas Eve return to the sanctuary was a joyful and deeply meaningful milestone in First
Lutheran’s Timeless Faith, Sacred Space, New Beginning Campaign. Worshipping together in the
renewed space—surrounded by candlelight, music, and familiar words—was a powerful reminder of the
shared commitment and generosity that have carried this project forward.

As we move into the new year, a number of final punch list items will be completed during the first
quarter of 2026. These finishing touches will help ensure the space is fully functional, welcoming, and
ready for long-term use.

Upcoming work includes:

« Installation of new main sanctuary lighting

« Painting details on both the main and lower levels

« Addition of a new water fountain and water bottle filling station (lower level)

« Kitchen and kitchenette finishing details

«  Completion of lower-level flooring

« Organ draw knob and electrical work, scheduled for January and February; the bigger
cleaning of the organ will take place during late summer 2026

« Inaddition, a new task force is being formed to thoughtfully address liturgical furnishings and
worship platform needs, along with final finishing work on the baptismal fountain.

We look forward to the dedication of the baptismal fountain on Sunday, January 11, as we continue
to bless and reclaim this renewed space for worship, welcome, and mission.

As we enter this final phase, we also want to share that fundraising continues for the remaining
finishing touches. To support flexibility and generosity, the Timeless Faith, Sacred Space, New
Beginning campaign timeline has been extended through January 2027, allowing those who wish to
give across two tax seasons the opportunity to do so.

Thanks goes out to the Sanctuary Committee for their work over the last three years (John Petraborg,
Chairperson, Kari Anderson, Roger Johnson, Diane Williams-Johnson, Joan Selnes, Rick Casperson,
Lynda Thompson, Kris Wolla, Pastors Chris Olson Bingea and Stanley Ayashim, and Brenda Olson
Bignea), as well as the many volunteers who worked onsite helping the Christmas Eve finish line
become a reality! And thank you for the many ways you have supported this project—through gifts,
patience, prayers, and hope. While a few details remain, we are truly in the season of coming home,
together.



The front of the sanctuary on Christmas Eve with well over 200 folks present!

The back of the sanctuary with new glass doors, bathrooms, kitchen, & Ascension Window



The new to us
chairs, the altar &
Jesus untouched,
and the new
baptism fountain to
be dedicated on
Sunday, January
11, 2026 at 10am.

The altar, Christmas trees, and choir chairs ready for the 16 person Festival Choir!



Looking Ahead!

In the new year 2026, some small groups... Let us know if you are interested...

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY, each Tuesday at 10:00am in the Conference Room.
ZOOM BIBLE STUDY, each Friday evening at 7:00pm on Zoom.

BOOK CLUB Reading a book on your own each month and gathering for
conversation and treats on a Thursday morning at 10am and/or a TBD evening
time as well.

LITTLES AND PEEPS! A Children’s, Parents, and Siblings group focused on the
“Littles” in our midst and the “Peeps” who love them! Pastoral visits to families
with “Littles” in January, and in-person gathering coming in February (date TBD).
Watch for details and updates in this space!

SPIRIT QUEST CONFIRMATION A time of learning during the season of Lent for
those in Jr. & Sr. High and interested Adults, ending in CONFIRMATION after
Easter! Fill out a Registration Form. This is the beginning of a lifelong search for
meaning and a spiritual life.

STITCH ENRICH! A Sewing/Mending/Craft Group led by Laura Rose Paradis —
our resident mender and sewing expert will be on hand one Saturday morning
each month. Learn a new craft and/or bring some mending as we learn about the
“slow clothes” movement. Call or text Pastor Chris, 651-247-8926.

STAFF NAME RESPONSIBILITY EMAIL PHONE
Christine Olson Bingea Pastor pastor.chris@me.com 651-247-8926
Stanley Ayashim Pastor pastor.ayashim@icloud.com 651-492-7785
Kristin Wolla Business Admin & Bell Director kristinwolla@gmail.com 651-776-7210
Brenda Olson Bingea Development Director brendajolson@mac.com 651-247-0360
Ellen Hacker Organist
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